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Mr Des Hudson
Chief Executive Officer
Law Society of England & Wales
des.hudson@lawsociety.org.uk
20 May 2010
Dear Mr Hudson
SUSPENDING HOME INFORMATION PACKS 

Both members of the new coalition Government opposed the introduction of Home Information Packs (HIPs) and made abolition a manifesto commitment at the recent general election. This commitment was confirmed in the coalition agreement document published today.

Full abolition of HIPs will require repeal of Part 5 of the Housing Act 2004 and we will make this a priority for our new legislative programme.

However, in my view it is critical to prevent further uncertainty in the housing market and threaten its fragile recovery. That is why I have decided today to lay the necessary Order in Parliament suspending HIPs with immediate effect as of 21 May 2010.  I would be grateful for your assistance in ensuring in the coming days this transition is handled in a way that helps people to understand the new position as soon and as clearly as possible.  My officials are in touch to make arrangements.

The Government is determined to help people reduce their energy bills, improve our energy security and tackle climate change by increasing the energy efficiency of their homes.  As a result, sellers will still be required to provide Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs), as early as possible and in any event by exchange of contracts.  However, sellers will only have to commission an EPC, rather than have one in place before they, or someone acting on their behalf, begins marketing the property.   

At present, the written particulars must either contain details of the EPC rating or a copy of the EPC must be attached to the particulars.  In future, where written particulars are produced before the EPC rating is known, the particulars will need to be updated once the EPC becomes available.  We will be considering how the EPC can best play its part in the new drive for a low carbon and eco-friendly economy. 
I am writing in similar terms to local authority enforcement, property professional bodies and consumer groups. 
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